17/07/08
Complaint Case No.477/2006

Complainant Bhagirathi Dash is absent. The same is condoned under
Rule 9 (2) of the Orissa Information Commission (Appeal Procedure)
Rules, 2006. Kalyani Patnaik, ex-PIO, Pipili Tahasil (currently
Additional Tahasildar, Nimapara) and Shyam Sundar Barik, Junior
Clerk-cum- referred PIO, Delang Tahasil, Puri District are present.

Heard the opposite parties and perused the case record.

This case was earlier taken up for hearing on 26/07/07,
13/09/07,18/01/08 and 07/07/08. On the last date of hearing Kalyani
Patnaik was absent. She unconditionally apologized for her absence
stating that she was detained on the way because of some technical

problems in her conveyance. The absence was condoned.

It reveals from the order dated 27/07/07 that the Complainant had
received all information during the course of hearing on the said date.
The State Commission had, however, noticed inordinate delay and
thus probed into the same to fix responsibility, if any, on the erring
P10/ referred PIO(s).

In order dated 18/01/08 it has been concluded prima facie that Kalyani
Patnaik ex-PIO was responsible for the delay of 215 days and Shyam
Sundar Barik, referred PIO for 35 days. They were provided with an
opportunity to explain the delay on 04/04/08 since the burden of proof
is on them to prove in the affirmative that they have acted reasonably
and diligently and there was sufficient legitimate cause for the delay,

the same being beyond their control.






